
 

Prayer: Week 5  
“Jesus on Prayer” 
 
Leadership Coaching 
The purpose of this content is to help you sharpen your skills as a Small Group Leader. 
Each week we will include concepts, challenges, and resources designed to assist you 
as you lead and shepherd your group and grow as a disciple yourself. 

Abiding grow as a disciple yourself 
• In Matthew 6:9-13, Jesus gives us a model for prayer that sets God in His place 

as our supreme, sovereign, holy, and compassionate Father, and sets us in our 
place as His much loved, but still sinful children. Because of this sinfulness, our 
pride and self-righteousness can be difficult to detect—especially when we are in 
prayer. Ask yourself: 

o How do I approach God in prayer? Am I always humble and grateful? If not, 
why not? 

o What do I pray for? Do my petitions reflect a willingness to suffer for 
righteousness’ sake, or am I looking for a life of comfort? 

o Do I intercede for others? If so, am I asking God to change their lives for 
His sake, for their sake, or for my sake? Am I smug when I pray for someone 
who struggles with a sin I never experienced or have already overcome?  

• After answering these questions, if you see that pride and self-righteousness have 
infiltrated your prayer life, confess, ask God for forgiveness, and start using the 
model prayer to help you pray with humility and gratitude. 

Leading learn to facilitate your group more effectively 
• Even though the theological focus of this parable is salvation, it has much to teach 

us about prayer and the heart.  

• It’s easy to look at the Pharisee and say, “I never pray like that.” But as you 
experienced in the section above, pride and self-righteousness can be covered 
with a veneer of religiosity—just like the Pharisee. Use the questions above to help 
your group members expose their own issues in this area. Encourage them to 
confess, ask for forgiveness and start using the model prayer to mitigate the effects 
of pride and self-righteousness in prayer.      

Shepherding know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, protect the sheep 
• Remind everyone to set aside time to do the daily readings, record their thoughts 

in the journal and memorize this week’s Scripture Memory passage. 

• Pray for your group to: 

o Be humble and grateful when they pray. 
o Apply what they are learning from their Bible reading and journaling. 
o Develop a hunger and thirst for communing with God in prayer and in His 

word.  



 

Prayer: Week 5 
“Jesus on Prayer” 
 
Opening [10 min] 

• Prayer 

• Welcome / click for Announcements 

• Review the small group guidelines 

Ask a hook question Ask a thought-provoking question to get the group focused [4 min] 

Share a time when you spoke or acted in a self-righteous manner. Did you come 
to this realization yourself, or did someone point it out to you?  

Share the background for the story Provide context by sharing what comes before 

the story in the Bible [1 min] Jesus is on His way to Jerusalem to be betrayed, tried, and 
crucified. The religious leaders are following Him as He travels through Samaria and 
Galilee, hoping He says or does something that will justify a death sentence. Jesus 
rebukes these religious leaders and teaches His disciples with a series of parables as He 
walks with a great multitude that is traveling to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover.  

Tell the story This week’s passage is Luke 18:9-14 [2 min] 

Rebuild the story Group members tell the story together based on what they remember 

[15 min] 

Read the story out loud Read the passage to see if anything was added or omitted  

[2 min] 

Discuss these questions This week’s passage is Luke 18:9-14 [23 min] 
• What is humility? [3 min] 

• How does this parable connect to Matthew 6:9-10? [3 min] 

• Reflect on your prayers: [Use the “Abiding” section in your leader guide—17 min]  

o How do I approach God in prayer? Am I always humble and grateful? If not, 
why not? 

o What do I pray for? Do my petitions reflect a willingness to suffer for 
righteousness’ sake, or am I looking for a life of comfort? 

o Do I intercede for others? If so, am I asking God to change their lives for 
His sake, for their sake, or for my sake? Am I smug when I pray for someone 
who struggles with a sin I never experienced or have already overcome?  

o If I find that pride and self-righteousness have infiltrated my prayers, what 
am I going to do about it? 

Ask someone to retell the story Ask for a volunteer from the group [2 min] 

Closing 

• Ask for a volunteer to learn and share next week’s story Acts 4:1-31 [1 min] 
• Close in prayer [1 min] 
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